
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF JANUARY 6, 2020 

 

The Work Session of January 6, 2020 called to order at 6:40 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich, the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Jonathan Nasuti, Concord Drive, and Steve and Marianne Springer, Concord Drive, 

joined the meeting at this time.  Mr. Nasuti started by asking for the status of both the 

Princeton Hydro report and the Remington & Vernick (R&V) project analysis report.  

Mayor Rochford noted that R&V is putting their information into a presentation format for 

the monthly Engineering Meeting scheduled for this coming Thursday with himself and 

the Administrator, who stated that she had reached out to the Joint Insurance Fund (JIF), 

who was paying for the additional work being completed by Princeton Hydro.  JIF is 

expecting the final report on January 14, 2020.  The process that will be followed once 

the Commissioners get this information and how to get it out to the public was then 

reviewed.  Ms. Springer commented that she felt that there should be neighborhood 

meetings, just as there had been under Commissioner Marshall.  The Commissioners 

agreed.  After some discussion it was agreed that the neighborhood meeting for the 

Concord Avenue residents would be held on January 29, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.  A letter will 

be sent to those residents closer to that date.  Mr. Nasuti stated that in addition to the 

neighborhood meetings where these reports are reviewed, this information should be 

reviewed at a public meeting for everyone to hear.  Commissioner Kasko stated that it 

would be best to review the information in the neighborhood meetings before talking 

about it at a public meeting.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich asked if there could be a 

representative from Princeton Hydro and R&V at these meetings.  Ms. Springer then asked 

about the status of the appointment for the Borough Engineer per the Request for 

Proposal done in 2019.  The Administrator advised that the Commissioners wanted to 

have the report from Princeton Hydro before moving forward on the appointment.  Mr. 

Nasuti then asked what the process would be to fix the storm damages once the R&V 

analysis had been received.  The Mayor replied that more information was needed 

before those decisions can be made.  The Administrator pointed out that these projects 

may require NJDEP approvals, which could add significant time to the projects.  Mr. 

Nasuti stated that the public needs to be made aware of how these decisions are being 

made.  He then asked about a recent article he read indicating that the Borough was 

spending $2 million on Mt. Vernon Avenue and questioned the Borough doing that when 

there were other areas that had much worse issues, such as Concord Avenue.  The 

Administrator noted that the recent stormwater work recently done cost approximately 

$400,000, however, the Borough may have spent as much as $2 million over a number of 

years in various areas throughout town.  Mr. Nasuti stated that when he reads these stories 

stating that $2 million is going to be spent on Mt. Vernon, and then finds out that this is 

incorrect, as a resident he is concerned that such stories are put out there.  Ms. Springer 

asked what the interim plan for those neighborhoods impacted by the storm damage 

when we are being told that repairs would take a year or more.  Additionally, has 

anything been set in place for when the spring rains start.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 

replied that we cannot make any comments when we don’t yet have the reports.   Mr. 

Nasuti and Mr. and Mrs. Springer left the meeting at 6:58 p.m. 



 

The Administrator reviewed a request from the Police Department to be included in the 

Cranford, NJ Police Department’s Cooperative Purchasing Program for the purchasing 

of police vehicles.  This would need to be done by resolution.  The Commissioners agreed 

to add the appropriate resolution to the January 14, 2020 agenda.  The Administrator 

also advised the Commissioners that Cherry Hill was also working on a cooperative pricing 

program for the purchase of traffic lights that we may look into in the near future. 

 

Information provided by the State’s Division of Community Affairs (DCA) regarding the 

2020 Census was reviewed.  The Administrator noted that they are asking that either a 

resolution or a proclamation be done to help encourage full participation in the census.  

She suggested that a proclamation format be used.  Commissioner Kasko stated that 

other public services announcements (PSA’s) should be done periodically for this as well.  

The Commissioners agreed to do a proclamation. 

 

The January 14, 2020 agenda was then reviewed.  Specifically discussed were the 

General Event Permit Applications, which were for events that have been approved in 

the past.  Commissioner Kasko asked if there would be more budget transfers to be 

approved.  The Administrator did not expect any.  

 

Commissioner Bianco Bezich reported that she had recently met with both the 

Administrative Assistant and the Recruiter for the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH).  

However, the next board meeting was scheduled for the end of January. 

 

Each of the Commissioners were then asked to discuss topics that they felt should be 

mentioned: 

 

- Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that she will be working on creating a content 

calendar for social media throughout the year.  She asked both Mayor Rochford and 

Commissioner Kasko for their input as well.  The goal for this project to help lessen the 

work load for those dealing with the Borough’s social media. 

 

- Mayor Rochford stated that he had reached out to Mayor John Ward of Audubon 

regarding the terrible stabbing incident at the Shamrock and offered assistance from 

the Borough. 

 

Commissioner Kasko made a motion to go into closed session at 7:11 p.m. to discuss 

appointments, as well as the Bancroft development negotiations.   Commissioner Bianco 

Bezich seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 9:35 p.m., where the motion had 

included adjourning the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


